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The 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament

Dear Forensics Friends,

A Virtual Forensics Tournament! Travel? None. Hotel? None. Food? None. The Glendale Community College Forensics Team is pleased to invite you and your team to the first 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament. The tournament will occur, with the help of McGraw Hill, and Connect, on Friday, MARCH 5TH, 2010, at CONNECTLUCAS [http://www.connectlucas.com/login/lucas2.aspx]. The tournament will take place virtually. What a great way to get AFA legs! 

The 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament offers your students quality national competition in 9 AFA events (no limited preparation events at this time).  In those events numbering 45 or more contestants, we will hold semi-final elimination rounds.  Due to the nature of the tournament, at this time there will not be separate novice events.  We will present Individual Sweepstakes awards for the top three outstanding Individual Events speakers. Sweepstakes trophies will be awarded to the top three overall schools.  

This tournament is well worth your time. You will find all the tournament information inside this invitation. Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns. We hope you will join us this MARCH! 


Sincerely,


Kirt Shineman							
Director of Forensics						
Glendale Community College					
kirt.shineman@gcmail.maricopa.edu				
(623) 845-3653						
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TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY: Any regularly enrolled undergraduate student who has not completed 8 semesters of forensic competition may enter. NO COMPETITOR MAY USE MATERIALS USED BY THAT STUDENT IN COMPETITION PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1, 2009. A contestant may not use the same cutting/content or any portion of that cutting/content in more than one prepared event. GCC students may participate.

JUDGE ELIGIBILITY: To be a judge you must be available to evaluate (judge) the forensics performances (speeches and oral interpretation events) FRIDAY, MARCH 5TH, 2010, from 8:00 until 5:00 pm W. S. T.  -- ALL judges are obligated to judge events in ALL EVENTS including finals.
· The first three preliminary rounds will start at 8:00 am and must be completed by 2:00 pm W. S. T. MARCH 5TH, 2010. 
· Finals will start at 3:00 pm and must be completed by 5:00 pm W. S. T.  

ENTRIES:  Each student may enter a maximum of FOUR events. There are no flights.  There is no limit on the amount of entries a school may enter per event; however, for schools with larger entries (more than six contestants per event) we may have to artificially move competitors to accommodate judges from that school. 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTIONS:
There are 3 parts to the 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament. 
WEB-CONFERENCE to help you up-load the videos: We will have a Web-Conference the week prior to the tournament for those who register. The Web-meeting will walk you through the up-loading of the speeches/performances. 

Part One: Entering the Schematic
STEP ONE: Schools, including students and judges can be entered at forensicstournaments.net. The deadline for receiving entries is 5:00 p.m., Monday, March 1, 2010.  No additions will be accepted after this time.  Drops will be accepted after the deadline without penalty until 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 3rd. We will coordinate tabulation through TRIEPC. It is vital that you give us your e-mail. 

STEP TWO: Tuesday, March 2, 2010, the Tournament Tabulation coordinators will confirm your entry by 8:00 pm.

STEP THREE: The Virtual Forensics Tournament Tabulation coordinators will utilize the TRIEPC program, and set up the tournament. They will turn the “postings” and schematics into PDF files. Those PDF files will be sent to all of the coaches entered in the tournament via e-mail. 

STEP FOUR: Send a check to GCC for the 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament. [See Fees]

Part Two: Entering the Virtual Performance Connect
STEP ONE: Each student and judge must enter through Connectlucas. You are buying into the 2010 Virtual Forensics Tournament for only $10.00 [See Fees]. A student may enter 4 speeches for the $10.00. A judge is entered into Connectlucas as a student. We will know who the students are and who the judges are through the forensicstournaments.net and the schematic. We will also know the difference between the two groups because the judges won’t upload their speeches or oral interpretation performances. 

STEP TWO: Digitally record the student’s performance for the event(s) they are entering into the tournament. The rules for the events are the same as AFA-NIET for the performances. It may be a performance that was performed in front of a live audience or not; it may be a spliced together performance or it may be a single, uninterrupted performance. Each performance must include: 
a) The student’s name stated at the start of the performance. 
b) A ten second pause after the student states their name and before the presentation begins.
c) The camera must frame the student at least from knees to head. No zooming in on the student’s face or zooming in on the student’s visual aids. We must video-tape the performance from the waist up, CNN style.
d) At the finish, a ten second pause, before the recording stops.
e) FOR EXAMPLES: if you are looking for examples of the general look of the video, check these out:
a. http://vimeo.com/743645-- Forensics - Informative Speaking: Intersexuality
by Tami Seeger 
b. http://vimeo.com/8518614-- 2009 NFL Nationals Humorous Interpretation 4th Place by Andrew Langdon
c. http://vimeo.com/8521042-- The Metamorphosis by 2009 NFL Nationals Duo Interpretation 2nd Place -- Greta Besser & Adam Bouchareb 

STEP THREE: Each student will then upload their digitally video recorded speech or oral interpretation. They only need to upload one performance (e.g.: one persuasion) and that performance will suffice for all of the rounds being adjudicated (even the final round). The student may upload their best presentation. The uploading can be in any format, from an iPhone, DVD, or the like. 

STEP FOUR: Check Connectlucas to ensure you’ve uploaded the correct digital performance. 

Part Three: The Virtual Tournament
STEP ONE: On Friday, MARCH 5TH, 2010, the judges will only evaluate the speeches in the groups given to them through the schematic. They must evaluate (rank and rate) the 5-6 students as a group or section for round one. Judges must rank 1-6 and write in the speaker points at the end of their comments in the comment section of the web-site. Judges SHOULD NOT STOP and start the presentation. After they have judged round one, they will then go to round two. We will have three rounds. The accumulation of the three rounds will produce a top six, who will be ranked on the three rounds. All three preliminary rounds must be completed by 2:00 pm W. S. T. MARCH 5TH, 2010. 

STEP TWO: At 3:00 pm W. S. T. the final rounds will be “posted” by e-mail to all of the schools. Judges will be assigned to the final round and notified in the “posting” via e-mail. Judges must view their finalists, evaluate them in the same manner they would at a face-to-face tournament. They must complete viewing/judging the final round by 5:00 pm W. S. T. MARCH 5TH, 2010

STEP THREE: We will tabulate the judges evaluations of the students’ presentations (speeches and oral interpretation performances) from the final round, and determine the placing from 6th through 1st. We will send the results the evening of MARCH 5TH, 2010. Results will also be at http://www.forensicstournament.net/ when the tournament concludes, MARCH 5TH, 2010.


Tentative Schedule:
If we have lots of entries and not enough judges we will flight the rounds and this schedule will change.
FRIDAY, MARCH 5TH, 2010.
8:30-10:00 m 		Rd. 1 
10-11:30am 		Rd. 2
11:30am-1:00 pm	Rd. 3		1:15-2:45--- TABULATION TIME
3:00pm 		e-mail “breaks” [postings and judge assigned to the finals]
3:00pm -5:00pm	Finals
7:00pm		Awards will be sent.

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS:
Three preliminary rounds will be offered in one open division in 9 NIET events. Semifinals will be held in events that have over 45 contestants. Finals will be held in all events with over 8 entries. Events will be offered in two conflict patterns. Students may enter a maximum of 4 events with no more than 2 duos. THERE ARE NO FLIGHTS OR PATTERNS. WE ARE DOING: POI, POE, INF, ADS, DI, RC, PRO, DUO, PER—we have to flight the events if necessary.

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS RULES:
PROGRAM ORAL INTERPRETATION: A program of thematically-linked selections of literary merit, chosen from two or three recognized genres of competitive interpretation (prose/poetry/drama). A primary focus of this event should be on the development of the theme through the use of narrative/story, language, and/or characterization. A substantial portion of the total time must be devoted to each of the genres used in the program. Different genre means the material must appear in separate pieces of literature (e.g., A poem included in a short story that appears only in that short story does not constitute a poetry genre.) Only one selection may be original. Use of manuscript is required. Maximum time limit is 10 minutes including introduction.

PERSUASION: A speech to convince, to move to action, or to inspire on a significant issue, delivered from memory. Maximum time is 10 minutes.

RHETORICAL CRITICISM: Contestants will deliver an original critical analysis of any significant rhetorical artifact. The speaker should limit the quotation of, paraphrasing of, or summary of, the analyzed artifact to a minimum. Any legitimate critical methodology is permissible as long as it serves to open up the artifact for the audience. The speech must be delivered from memory. Maximum 10 minutes.

INFORMATIVE: The contestant will deliver an original factual speech on a realistic subject to fulfill a general information need of the audience. Visual aids that supplement/reinforce the message are permitted. The speech must be delivered from memory. Maximum 10 minutes.

AFTER DINNER: An original, humorous speech by the student, designed to exhibit sound speech composition, thematic, coherence, direct communicative public speaking skills, and good taste. The speech should not resemble a night club act, an impersonation, or comic dialogue. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to supplement and reinforced the message. Minimal notes are permitted. Maximum time limit is 10 minutes.

PROSE: The contestant will present a program of prose literature. Original introductory comments and transitional remarks are permitted. Programs may consist of single or multiple selections. Plays are not permitted. Manuscripts are required. Maximum 10 minutes.

POETRY: The contestant will present a program of poetic literature. Original introductory comments and transitional remarks are permitted. Programs may consist of single or multiple selections. Manuscripts are required. Maximum 10 minutes.

DRAMATIC DUO: A cutting from one or more texts of literary merit, humorous or serious, involving the portrayal of two or more characters presented by two individuals. The material may be drawn from any genre of literature. This is not an acting event; thus, no costumes, props, lighting, etc, are to be used. Presentation is from the manuscript and the focus should be off-stage and not to each other. Maximum time limit is 10 minutes including introduction. 

DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION: The contestant will perform dramatic literature, humorous or serious, that represents one or more characters from material of literary merit. This material may be drawn from stage, screen, or radio. Programs may consist of single or multiple selections. Manuscripts are required. Maximum 10 minutes.

AWARDS: All individual event participants reaching the final round will receive awards. Sweepstakes awards will be given to the top three schools, and sent to the finalists through the mail. The scoring for the finals is using the following point system: 1st place 15 points / 2nd place 10 points / 3rd place 7 points / Finalist 3 points / Semi -finalist 1 point.

JUDGES & FEES: THERE ARE TWO CHARGES.
1) TO Connectlucas. 
· STUDENT: $10.00 per STUDENT. NOT PER EVENT.  This is to get into Connectlucas. 
· I AM WORKING ON MAKING IT FREE WITH MCGRAW HILL
· JUDGE: $10.00 per JUDGE. This is to get into Connectlucas. 

2) TO Glendale Community College Forensics.
Please make checks out to “Glendale Community College Forensics”.
· SCHOOL ENTRY: $25.00 per School. This will go to the awards. 
· STUDENT: $5.00 per STUDENT. This will go to the awards and hired judges. 
· JUDGE: Each school should furnish one judge for every six slots.  Hired judges are available at $20.00 per uncovered slot.  Judges dropped after the Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. deadline will result in a nuisance fee of $25.00 each plus the additional cost of hiring a judge.  ALL fees are assessed as of 5:00 p.m., Wednesday MARCH 3rd.
	
REFRESHMENTS: This will be on your own. 

LODGING: Lodging is … Well, there won’t be any need. There is no tournament hotel. No reason to book your rooms immediately! No need to spend the $92.00 plus tax, or eat the not-so-hot breakfast provided each morning at the hotel. 

TRAVEL: If you plan to fly, anywhere, that’s great, but you won’t need to fly to the tournament. Save the money. You will need to know how to get to the tournament. Oh, yeah, you don’t need a parking pass. 
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